W. Courtney Trabue
 


MAT 109 College Algebra (Winter 2012)
Office:  Room 15B



Prerequisite: None (placement)

wtrabue@gmc.cc.ga.us
Quarter Hours: 5

706-993-1121
Class Meetings:  1:00-3:30 PM Monday & Wednesday 
Web Page: http://courtneytrabue.com/
Office Hours:  1:00 to 4:30 PM Tuesday &  Thursday
MAT 109: College Algebra 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory score on the math placement exam or completion of MAT 099 with a grade of “C” or better.
Quarter Hours: 5

Course Description: A college algebra course with applications.  Topics include the study of linear, quadratic, exponential and logarithmic functions, the real number axioms, equations, inequalities and systems of equations. Completion of this course with a grade of “C” or better will establish math competency which is required for graduation. A student who successfully completes MAT 106 for the Essential Skills requirement cannot use MAT 109 to satisfy the Math/Science elective.
Student Learning Outcomes:
A student successfully completing this course will be able to:

1. Express relationships using the concept of a function and use verbal, numeric, graphical and symbolic means to analyze a function.
2. Manipulate mathematical information, concepts, and thoughts in verbal, numeric, graphical and symbolic form while solving a variety of problems which involve polynomial, exponential or logarithmic functions.

3. Apply a variety of problem-solving strategies, including verbal, algebraic, numeric and graphical techniques, to solve multi-step problems involving polynomial, exponential and logarithmic equations, inequalities, and systems of linear equations.

Course Materials:

· Textbook. Algebra & Trigonometry Precalculus, Larson, Hostetler & Edwards.
· Graphing calculator.   Students are required to have a graphing calculator by the end of the drop/add period.   The TI-83+ or TI-84+ Graphing Calculator is strongly recommended, and will be the calculator used in classroom demonstrations.  Calculators may not be shared or borrowed during class-time. 

· MathXL. Students are expected to use the free version available on the course web page to practice. Weekly quiz questions, midterm questions and final exam questions will be similar to those found online. 

· Email.  Students are required to have a GMC e-mail account in his/her own name.  Students can set up this account through the GMC academic computing lab and they are responsible for checking their GMC e-mail account daily.  Emails related to this class will be sent ONLY to GMC email accounts.  Be sure to set up your account to save copies of outgoing messages.

· GMConline web portal.  http://www.gmconline.edu . The class web page must be checked daily after 6:00pm (including weekends) for announcements, updates, assignments, etc. All students will be held accountable for class items available via this portal. You will also find the following link extremely useful: http://courtneytrabue.com
· GMC E-library. To access the GMC e-library go to the GMC home page at http://www.gmc.cc.ga.us  and click on the drop down box for Quick Links.  Select the e-library option. The GMC electronic library (e-library) is an on-line extension of the Sibley–Cone Library. Electronic resources are available for all GMC students, faculty and staff wherever they are located.  Some e-resources have been purchased by GMC and require use of a password to enter the site.  Other resources are open for general use and no password is required.  Contact the librarian for the current password.

ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE/TUTORING:  GMC offers free tutoring!  The current schedule is posted on the board outside the GMC Learning Center. Math faculty are also available during office hours.

METHODOLOGIES OF INSTRUCTION AND LEARNING/ASSESSMENT:  Classroom instruction will consist of lecture, class discussions and small group activities. Reading the required text and other class materials will be necessary for successful completion of the course work.  The following is the weight for assessments presented in this course:

Weekly Quizzes (Friday)

50%

Midterm Exam: Part I (Take-Home)
10%
Midterm Exam: Part II (In-Class)

10%
Final Exam: Part I (Take-Home)

10%

Final Exam: Part II (In-Class)

20%
For final weighted averages falling in the following intervals, a student will earn at least the corresponding letter grade:   [90,∞) ( A; [80, 90) ( B; [70, 80) ( C, [65, 70) ( D; (-∞, 65) ( F.
Any grade review must be initiated in writing within thirty days of the end of the grading period in which the grade was reported. See pages 42-43 of the GMC catalog for detailed information.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 

A.  Disability Accommodations: Georgia Military College complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  Students with disabilities or special educational needs should contact Ms. Judy Ely, the Milledgeville campus Assistant Director of Academic Support Services (478-387-4958), to get his/her condition certified for accommodations.  Certification is based on a review of the documentation provided by the student. Accommodations may only be granted through this review process.  Students with a disability for which accommodations may be required must notify the instructor privately as soon as possible and no later than the end of the first week of classes or as soon as he/she becomes aware of the need.  No retroactive accommodations will be provided in this class.

B.  Drop/Add/Withdrawal Procedures:  Completion of the drop/add process and/or the withdrawal process is the responsibility of the student.  Failure to complete either process could affect your financial aid and grade in the course.

C.  Attendance/Tardiness Policy:  Students are expected to attend class every time the class meets, whether in the classroom, instructor’s office, or virtually.  Students are responsible for all material and announcements presented in class, whether the class was attended or not.  Students will be allowed a total of five absences in this class and may be withdrawn on the sixth absence.  Students who are withdrawn for excessive absences will receive a grade of WF for the course. Absences due to commitments such as athletic events, cultural performance events, course trips, or other activities, in which students are representing the college, are managed separately from the course policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to advise the members of their faculty of any impending absence for a college activity or trip in advance of that absence.  This is an obligation of the student, not of the event or sport coordinator. Being tardy for class three times will equal one absence.  Students will be counted as tardy if they arrive after attendance is checked at the beginning of class.  Students arriving 15 or more minutes after the class begins will be counted as absent.  To encourage punctuality and to minimize interruptions, the instructor reserves the right to lock the classroom door once class has begun.  The instructor for this class has the authority to withdraw any student who exceeds the allowed number of absences. It is the student’s responsibility to sign the attendance roster each day that he/she attends class.  Do not leave the classroom on class day until you are sure you have signed the roster.

D.  Make up and Late Work Policy:  No assignments will be accepted late.  Missed written assessments (e.g. quizzes, tests) may not be made up after they have been missed.  To account for unfortunate situations (such as oversleeping and missing a class), note that two quiz grades will be dropped.  An excused absence is one where the instructor was notified and approved the absence prior to the absence, and the student provides appropriate supporting documentation concerning the absence.  Examples include participation in official college sponsored activities, responding to a court order or summons, and responding to a military order.  Special arrangements to do work early may be made in cases such as this; otherwise, the recorded grade will be zero. If a test is missed due to an excused absence and is not taken early, the student’s final exam grade will substitute for at most one such missing test grade. If no tests are missed, the grade on the comprehensive final exam may replace the lowest earned test grade. Any student who fails to take the scheduled final exam will receive a grade of ‘F’ in the class.

E.  Failure to Abide Policy:  The instructor has the authority to remove from class any student for failure to abide by the policies set forth in this syllabus. 

ETHICS

GMC emphasizes character and ethical behavior in all aspects of the curriculum.  There are certain basic guidelines of ethical and responsible behavior by which we, as members of this learning community and as responsible citizens, are expected to abide.

As your instructor, I will do my best to:

· Be fair and treat you in a professional and courteous manner

· Be prepared for class

· Clearly state my expectations

As a student, I expect you to:

· Treat your instructor and other students in a respectful and courteous manner

· Be prepared for class

· Take notes and participate in class

· Refrain from using inappropriate language

· Be properly attired (see the GMC Dress and Behavior Code in the student handbook)

· Refrain from using cell phones or pagers in the classroom. (The use of cell phones or pagers in the classroom is prohibited at Georgia Military College.  Only those individuals with official need for on-call contact will be authorized to use and respond to such devices during a class period and during classroom time all such devices must be on silent mode.)

Also, the following are prohibited in classrooms:

· food, drinks (except water which may be in a sealed container on the floor), headphones, iPods (or MP3 players or the like), caps or headgear of any kind

· sleeping in class, or sitting in class with your head on your desk

By remaining in this class beyond the drop/add period, you document your willingness to abide by these guidelines of behavior.

Since the primary goal of education is to increase one’s own knowledge, academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at GMC.  All students and faculty are expected to abide by the GMC Honor Code:  I will neither lie, cheat, steal, nor tolerate those who do.  Students withdrawn from the course for academic dishonesty will earn an F in the course.

Midterm Exam: 
Thursday, 30 June 2011 @ 10:30 AM for Part II (In-Class)
Final Exam: 
 Friday, 22 July 2011 @ 10:30 AM for Part II (In-Class)
You must take the final exam at the scheduled time in order to successfully complete this course.  Students with conflicts in the examination schedule must coordinate the conflict with the faculty members involved and arrange to take one of the examinations no later than noon of the next business day following the completion of final exams.  

Tips for Success

· Prepare for each class.  A COLLEGE LEVEL MATH COURSE MOVES AT A FAST PACE.  New topics are introduced and discussed in each class period.  Professors expect students to be proficient in these topics by the next class.  Too often students believe that the homework and reading for their math courses can wait until the weekend.  This is a losing strategy.  

· If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate.  Exchange phone numbers with someone in class (today).  Communicate with your instructor if you must miss an exam or more than one class.

· Set aside at least 2 hours a day to spend on non-credit math homework (i.e. homework that is not collected for a grade, but is necessary practice).  College instructors expect students to spend an average of 2 hours outside of class for each hour spent in class.  Some topics will be harder to grasp than others.  As a result, there will be days when you will need to spend more than 2 hours.  In general, students who do not complete every homework assignment (to the point of understanding) will not perform very well on quizzes and tests.

· If you do not understand a topic, get help immediately!  Getting assistance early is important.  A short trip to the free tutors in the Learning Center or your instructor may be all you need.

· Form a study group with other students from your class.  Study groups can foster a greater understanding of the material and a sense of confidence.

· READ the textbook and supplementary materials.  The text will have careful explanations of the topics along with examples and illustrations.  You are responsible for anything in the assigned reading or homework problems (even if it wasn't discussed in class).

[Type text]


